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ACTION HA-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 NEA-11 10-13 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 
SP-02 PM-05 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 DODE-OO PA-01 
L-03 INRE-00 SS-15 /078 W 

053280 141512Z/75 

OR 141442ZJUN78 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7120 
INFO AMEMBASSY KABUL IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 09382 

R.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: SHUM, AF, UK, US 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE METHOD TO LIBERATE AFGHAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS 

REF: A) LONDON 8986; B) KABUL 4803 AND PREVIOUS 

FOLLOWING UP ON OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH FCO ON THIS SUBJECT 
(REFTEL A), FCO AFGHAN DESK OFFICER (WOODFIELD) HAS 
JUST INFORMED US THAT EVENING JUNE 13 FCO SENT A 
TELEGRAM TO UK MISSION IN GENEVA INSTRUCTING LATTER, 

IN CONSULTATION WITH US COLLEAGUES, TO SEEK EARLY APPOINT 
MENT WITH ICRC TO CONSULT ABOUT QUESTION OF POLITICAL 
DETAINEES IN AFGHANISTAN. UK MISSION IS TO EXPRESS 
SUPPORT ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS FOR PROPOSAL THAT 
POLITICAL DETAINEES BE RELEASED ON CONDITION THEY LEAVE 
AFGHANISTAN. UK IS ANXIOUS NOT TO APPEAR TO BE 
STAGE-MANAGING A CONCERTED APPROACH AND ASSUMES USG 
FEELS SAME WAY, SINCE SUCH AN APPROACH WOULD NOT HELP 
MATTERS IN THE EYES OF THE PRESENT AFGHAN GOVT. A PLEA 
BY A RESPECTABLE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION SUCH AS THE 
ICRC COULD BE RECEIVED BY THE AFGHANS WITHOUT LOSS OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FACE. UK MISSION IS ALSO TO KEEP UNHCR IN GENEVA IN 
FORMED, EMPHASIZING TO LATTER AS WELL THAT MESSAGE IS 
BEING PASSED ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS. 
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